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Soil Fumigation – RED Labels 
 

 Spring Fumigation 2013 = Buffer Zones, FMPs GAPs 
etc. 
◦ 80/20  MBr / Chloropicrin under VIF. 
◦ Pic + under VIF. 
◦ Trifecta (DMDS,  Pic, Telone) under VIF. 

 Requested from all Advisory & Contacts any 
issues/concerns about new rules this spring. 
◦ One reply “everything seems to be working” 

 Fall 2013 will be the first time for many nurseries to 
actually use all the new rules and requirements. 

 

 



Soil Fumigation – RED Labels 
 

 The re-registration eligibility decision (RED) of all soil 
fumigants began in November 2006 and ended on 
December 2012. 

 According to EPA’s Registration Review schedule, all 
soil fumigants (Chloropicrin, MBr, etc.) need to be re-
evaluated with the process starting in 2013. 

 On September 25 2013 EPA started the process with 
a 60 day comment period. 

 Released a Work Plan and Biological and Economic 
Analysis Division (BEAD) for each soil fumigant 
under review. 

 Includes: MBr, chloropicrin, metam/potassium 
sodium, 1,3, dichloropropene and dazomet. 



Soil Fumigation – Registration Review 
 

 The Work Plan describes what is know about each 
fumigant, acknowledges anticipated data and the 
information EPA needs to conduct the review.  

 7 year process with an end date of revised labels 
released in 2020. 

 Example of information needed for MBr 
◦ New terrestrial plant toxicity 
◦ Environmental chemistry 
◦ Honey bee vapor toxicity  
◦ Inhalation exposure studies 
◦ Ambient air monitoring studies 

 



Soil Fumigation – Guidance for commenters 
 Information on typical pre-plant, postharvest, quarantine, and non-

agricultural uses of methyl bromide would improve future assessments of 
the importance of methyl bromide.  Useful data would include, but not 
limited to, usage data such as application timing, application rate, 
application method, target pests, application frequency, speed of 
control, costs, etc.  Of particular value is information regarding use 
and importance of methyl bromide for postharvest and QPS uses. 

 

 Confirmation of the following label information: sites of application; 
formulations; application methods and equipment; maximum 
application rates; frequency of application, application intervals, 
and maximum number of applications per season; and geographic 
limitations on use. Use distribution.  

 

 Typical application timing (date of first application and application 
intervals) – national, state, and county. 

 Any state or local use restrictions 



Anticipated Risk Assessments - MBr 



Anticipated Risk Assessments - MBr 



Anticipated Risk Assessments - MBr 



Public Comment & Feedback 

 Of special interest to EPA 
◦ Trade Irritants 
◦ Water Quality 
◦ Environmental Justice 
◦ Endangered Species 
◦ Endocrine Disruptor Screening 
◦ Human Studies 
◦ Agricultural Health Studies 



Timeline - MBr 



Game Plan 
 MBIP – Methyl Bromide Industry Panel 
 CMTF – Chloropicrin Manufactures Task Force 
◦ Working group pulling all stakeholders, growers, producers 

that were involved with the RED together. 
◦ Periodic & Timely Conference Calls 
◦ November 25, 2013 Deadline 
 EPA is interested in setting the Work Plan 
 EPA understands the labels are less than 7 months old 
 General consensus  that probably do not need to comment at this time 

 SFNMC  
◦ Collect soil fumigant usage and soil fumigant concerns 

annually - 2014 
◦ Compile and respond to requests as they appear 
◦ Keep Advisory group informed  
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